
 
 



Community Engagement 
Weaving a “tapastree”, raising friends and funds,  

and building community 

 
The first annual tapastree fundraiser was held on October 1, 2016, which was also National 
Seniors Day and the International Day of Older Persons. A celebration of local food, talent and 
community, proceeds from tapastree were directed to enhancing Mills Community Support 
seniors’ programs and services.  
 

The event’s title, tapastree , was a play on 
words and gives an idea of the event’s theme – 
weaving a tapestry of taste, sight, and sound, 
all grounded in the creativity and 
interconnectedness of our communities. 
Delicious food, served in a small plate format – 
or “tapas” – and prepared by a select group of 
local chefs and restaurants was complimented 
by local craft beer and wine. An art show and 
sale featured local artists and artisans, and 
paired the decadent dessert course with a 
visual treat. Local singer-songwriters and 
theatrical talent entertained our guests with 
musical and theatrical talent in a wrap-up 
concert. 

 
tapastree was an ambitious departure from our previous fundraisers such as golf tournaments, 
involving much coordination of food, entertainment, logistics, and people. As a fund-raiser, we 
hoped it would help us extend our programs and services for seniors. But even we were surprised 
- and so appreciative – to see how effective tapastree was as a friend-raiser.  

 
From the beginning, response to our sponsorship outreach was 
overwhelmingly positive and supportive. We gratefully received major 
sponsorships from Orchard View by the Mississippi, Bean Chevrolet 
in Carleton Place, Carleton Place Terrace, Canadian Hydro 
Components, and Thomas Cavanagh Construction. 17 local and 

regional businesses also came on board with sponsorships, and a further 23 contributed 
generous gift donations. 12 local chefs, restaurants and caterers provided a bountiful array of 
local food and beverage offerings, and along with guests from our community helped us raise 
$10,000 to enhance seniors’ services and programs in North Lanark, including Carleton Place, 
Beckwith Township, and Mississippi Mills (Almonte, Pakenham, Clayton and Ramsay Township).  
 
 



The senior population continues to grow and so does the need for the services and programs 
provided by the Mills Community Support – including food services, transportation, housing, 
health and wellness programs, social outings and other community engagement opportunities, 
and assisted living and respite services. 
 

We are now looking forward to the 
2nd annual tapastree  event, to be 
held on Saturday September 30, 
2017 at the Carleton Place Town 
Hall. Featuring the jazz talents of 
Peter Brown and his amazing (and 
all-senior) band, and an even greater 
array of food, we are actively 
securing sponsors and selling 
tickets, and would love to have you 
join us as a sponsor or friend.  
 
 
 

 
For further information, see below, or feel free to contact Erica Butcher at the Mills Community 
Support office at 613-256-1031 (ebutcher@themills.on.ca)   
 
When: Saturday September 30, 2017 
Where: Carleton Place Town Hall, 175 Bridge St, Carleton Place, 
ON K7C 2V8 
Featured Music: The Peter Brown Band (Jazz) 
Tickets: $50/each (only 150 tickets will be available) 
Please remember that ticket availability is on a first-come, 
first-served basis. If you would like to guarantee your spot, we 
recommend securing tickets as soon as possible.  
Ticket Locations:  
Mills Community Support: 67 Industrial Drive, Box 610 
Almonte, ON K0A 1A0 
Beckwith Kitchen: 1 Costello Dr Unit 3, Carleton Place, ON  
K7C 4P9 
Payment Info: The Mills Community Support office accepts 
payments via VISA, American Express or Mastercard, as well as 
cash or cheque (made payable to “Mills Community Support”). 
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HELP US CREATE WELCOMING COMMUNITIES ….  

Share Your Time, Talent and Treasure 

 

VOLUNTEER 

The lifeblood of Mills Community Support is our volunteers, who give countless hours and share 

their time and talent to help us create welcoming communities. It would truly be impossible for 

us to achieve what we do without our amazing team of 100 dedicated volunteers.  

 

Our volunteers lend their time and talent to countless aspects of our organization:  

 Corporate Volunteers  
(Board Members, office 

assistance,  

fundraising events) 

 Home Support 
Volunteers  
(Bus Drivers, Drivers for 

medical appointments, 

Meals on Wheels Drivers, 

Trip Leaders, Friendly 

Visitors, Dining Program 

Volunteers for “Lunch 

Bunch” and “Music and 

Memories”) 

 Developmental Services 
Volunteers  
(Friends and Fun Program 

– friendly visits, weekly 

novel reading, craft 

activities, outing 

companions) 

 Community Engagement 
Volunteers 
(Gardeners for the 

Neighbourhood Tomato, 

volunteers for events – 

e.g., “5 Wednesdays in July” (concerts in Augusta park), Seniors Expo)   



Does one of these great opportunities interest you? Is there a skill that you’d like to share or 

suggestion on how you could be involved? Do you want to feel included in great initiatives and 

make a difference in our community? Call us today to meet with our Resource Development and 

Volunteer Coordinator, Erica Butcher (ebutcher@themills.on.ca) or visit our website 

(www.themills.on.ca) to fill out an application. 

We truly value the important role volunteers play in the vitality of our communities and are 

grateful to them for their commitment in helping us create welcoming communities.  

 

DONATE 

 In the Moment or on a regular basis – donations are always welcome. 

 In Honour – As a tribute, you can make a donation in honour of a loved one. 

 In Celebration – Ask family and friends to make a donation in your honour, instead of 
buying you a birthday, anniversary or holiday gift. 

 In Memory – Local funeral homes have Seniors’ Services receipts available for “in 
memory” donations. 

 

Our website (www.themills.on.ca) includes an easy, efficient and secure means of making a 

donation, and you will be mailed a tax receipt!  

 You can specify if you’d like your donation to be put towards initiatives such as: 

 Country Street Centre Capital Campaign 

 Home Fires Campaign 

 Affordable Housing for people in our community 

 Community Development 

 People with Intellectual Disabilities 

 Seniors Services 

 Augusta Street Park Splash Pad 
 

Your time, talent and treasure truly make a difference and we welcome your help in creating 

welcoming communities.   
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Volunteer Bus Drivers in training! 

 

 

 

A sweet treat from our May 2016 volunteer barbeque 


