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You may be wondering what’s up with the Country Street 
Centre. The short answer ….. it’s happening!  

The need for a seniors’ “hub” in Mississippi Mills was  
identified as part of a Seniors’ Needs Assessment prepared 
by Mills Community Support in 2013. Part seniors’ centre 
for the community, and part social space for the tenants of 
the 2 buildings at 375 and 411 Country Street, the Country 
Street Centre was visualized as a warm, welcoming and 
accessible space for gathering together, recreation and 
activities. 

We had hopes this vision would attract provincial government investment. With the exception of funding 
from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, we’ve unfortunately had no luck on that front to date. 

But there is good news – we have determined we can move forward with the project this year.  

How will we do this? First, we have adjusted the project plan 
to reduce costs. Second, we have determined how we can  
finance the Country Street Centre with internal resources and 
community donations.  

Cost reductions have been achieved by scaling back new  
construction—which is more expensive—and instead  
repurposing and renovating existing space. When complete, 
the Centre will retain the same floor space as the original plan, 
fulfill the same vision for the Centre, and deliver the same 
benefits.  New construction will be concentrated on a bright, 
welcoming solarium-like space that links the two buildings 
and provides easy access for residents at 411 Country Street to 
the neighbouring building. Existing ground floor space within 
375 Country Street will be renovated and re-organized, result-
ing in vastly improved washroom and kitchen facilities, and a 
new multi-use space suitable for dining, exercise classes and 
social events. New furniture and equipment for the Country 
Street Centre has been purchased thanks to the Ontario  
Trillium Foundation’s $80,000 grant. 

Think: BRIGHT and WELCOMING. The new 
link connecting  411 and 375 Country Street 
won’t look exactly look this, but this example 
is our inspiration.   

We are so happy to say the vision of the Country Street Centre is moving forward and we are looking  

forward to starting the project in the coming months. 


